In the Outer Court

That pleasure-seeking instinct, as it is sometimes
called, how shall the Soul deal with that ? Has it
anything in it that may be changed in the fire ?
The pleasure-seeking which always ends in suffering
may be changed into a joy-spreading faculty, in
which all shall share that which the one has
gained. The Soul finds that" it can carry on this
transmutation by gradually seeking to eliminate the
element of separateness from this pleasure-seeking
outgoing, by constantly trying to get rid of this
desire to exclude, by knocking down the little wall
of ignorance raised round itself in these lower
worlds in which it is manifesting, by burning up chat
lower wall so that it shall no longer divide itself
from its other selves, so that when a pleasure is
thought of and gained the self pours itself out
amongst all its brethren, and carries to them the-
happiness that it has found. But still in truth ifc
finds joy in seeking obedience ; for in a world where
all is law, harmony with it must always bring peace
and happiness, and the very presence of the discord
is the showing of a disharmony v/ith the law. But
this Soul which is growing, when it finds that it has
gained some spiritual power, when it finds that it
has gained some spiritual knowledge, when it finds
that it has gained some spiritual truth, will train
itself to feel that the joy of possession lies really in
the act of giving, not in the act of gaining, and that
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